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1 System requirements

PalmOS:
A PalmOS device with PalmOS > 2.0 with 1 MB free memory.

Windows Mobile / PocketPC
Windows Mobile, PocketPC (Windows CE 3.0), or Windows CE 2.11, 1 MB free memory.

2 Installation

MCards is written in Java. You need a VM (virtual machine) to run MCards. Please do not
delete the VM on your PDA since MCards cannot run without it. For PalmQOS from version
3.5 there is a native version available that runs without VM (it requires less memory and is
faster!). For Windows Mobile PDA there is also a MacOS installation available.

Before you start please check if you have the right version for your OS:

= Windows Mobile: MCardsPPC.zip http://www.You2.de/MCardsPPC.zip

= HPC2000: MCardsCE211_HPC2000.zip http://www.You2.de/McardsCE211_HPC2000.zip
WinCE 2.11:

= Windows Mobile (Mac): MCardsPPC_MacOS.zip http://www.You2.de/MCardsPPC_MacOS.zip

= Palm OS > 3.1: MCards.zip http://www.You2.de/MCards.zip

= Palm OS < 3.5: MCardsOS3_Zire71.zip http://www.You2.de/MCardsOS3_Zire71.zip

Palm OS /Zire 71.:

2.1 Windows Mobile (all versions), PocketPC and HPC2000

Just run the programs SuperWabaSetup.exe and MCardsSetup.exe.

Please do not install MCards on memory cards unless you have Windows Mobile
2005/5.0 (it's not working with older versions). Anyway we suggest installing in
internal memory — it’s faster and there are never problems.

2.2 PalmOS

Just run the programs MCardsxxx.exe and follow the instructions. Perform the HotSync
operation for your device. This step transfers all files to your Palm device. There is no build
in support for expansion-cards (ZLauncher for example can handle it).

3 Create lessons with flash cards

Because of limited power new lessons cannot be created in MCards. The aim was to keep
MCards simple and easy to use. With the registered version of the PC program PrismaCards
(http://www.you2.de/prismace.html) you can create own lessons (import from Excel is also
possible). There is an export available for the MCards format.

4 Additional lessons

From the homepage you can order additional lessons for different languages.

http://www.you2.de/mcardse_db.html

5 Synchronization

In PrismaCards is a synchronization for the lessons between PC and the PDA. Please have a
look at the PrismaCards manual.
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6 The learning principle

System of MCards (by Sebastian Leitner)

The learn box is used for efficient learning. The box consists of compartments with
different sizes for the flash cards. The learn box is divided in 5 compartments. Every
compartment is designed to hold a certain amount of flash cards. The first one holds 30
cards, the second 60, the third 150 and so on.

K. karteikarten

First you put 30 new cards in box 1. Now take the first card and check if you know the
answer. Was it right the card moves to box 2. A wrong answer let the card stay in box 1 as
last card.

'1"-:1::_"".“'-"'-.‘I

o

Anytime the second box will have more than 60 flash cards. So you take the next card
from box 2. Known cards you put back in a higher box, not known ones come always back
to box 1. In this way known flash cards will be repeated in certain times.

Advantages:

e Cards you can not remember are repeated several times in short time lags.

e Through the different size of the compartments (boxes) cards from higher boxes will be
repeated after a longer time. To bring a flash card to the last box you have to
remember the answer for several weeks. Our brain forgets most of the stuff in the first
days. If we can remember the answer after several weeks we learned the word
practical forever.
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7 Program

7.1 Main screen

The main screen shows all available lessons. You can
select a lesson and show the statistics or organize
the lesson with | MANAGE | To learn the words just
press | Open | A dialog box with different learning
methods will appear. On Sony PDA’s you can use the
Jog Dial Up/Down to select the lesson. Pressing the
Jog Dial will open the selected lesson.

Aviailable Lessons

Beurteilungen

Englizch Aufbauswortschatz
Englizch Idioms

Englisch Saetze

Englizch Slang

Englizch Yerben

: : The colored bar below the list of lessons g, ¢
English Green Line -

shows the number of cards in each box =

Feng Shui for the selected lesson. Flash cards from g, 5
[talienisch Aufhauworischatz - box O and 5 do r_lot appear on the bar. pg, 4
&1 Each box has a different color. A dotted
' line around a box indicates it will be the next one to
Cards/Learned: 1624 7 0.7% ] learn.
- As for the learning system, cards from box O will be
[ Cppen H Manage H Exit ] added from time to time. It sometimes seems as if
the bar is wrong but we can guarantee that this isn’'t
the case ©.

Attention: Windows Mobile and PocketPC have an unexpected feature. If programs are
closed with the cross in the top right corner of the window, they appear to be closed. They
are in fact still running, only they are not visible. MCards and PCards only scan at the start
for new exercises. Please therefore end the programs with the close button only, and not
with the cross. This ensures that they really do shut down and free the memory. When
restarting all the new exercises will be shown.

7.2 Learn - Show

This dialog box shows the question and the answer together. When a phonetic description
is available it will be displayed. At the bottom is a progress-bar. You can use a timer (see
7.7 Timer), or go through all the cards on your own and try to memorize them.

Show [ Learn | Test | write [ List | Showe [ Learn | Test | virite [ List Some lessons
use  GLOSSARY-
plaudern, schwatzen Qi Gong Mope (one line
for a question
(CHB - Davird hdufig auch Chi Gung oder Chi and several
kung geschrieben) ein System von inneren lines for the
to chatter, to chat Ubungen, durch das die Aufnahrne und answer). When
Yerteilung wan G im physischen, astralen und the whole
kausalen kdrper gefdrdert wird. answer cannot
Beherrschung des Qi Gong ist die Grundlage be shown on
['tfaete] [tIEt] fiir die Meisterschaft in jeglicher asiatischen one page, an
Lebenskunst. arrow-down
) Y button appears.
BT APl Os||d HKAgP I
— —
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Switch between day/night-modus. In night-modus the background is not so bright (color-setting is in

=  OPTIONS available).

% This button opens the DeTAILS-WINDOW for the current flash card.

MCards - Details Flash Card

Lesson: Englisch Aufhauwortschatz

cuestion:;
Folge, Konsenuens 1

ANsuer:
CRNSEdUENGE T

[ Save l [ Delete l [ Cancel l

Popup Keyhoard

nEfEHH i
23|+ F & )[ala]e|r [ale|*
A5 6] - |F@ L 1]1l= MM k|n]|m|H
FEEFEe [ (on]T{®|0|4|wWw
BN ENEE NI ENE
o (wle|r [t iufilolp|[~]"
als(dlflalh{jlk{l]"["]°
r ER binfm{Vt{?]:]:

[Caps[shiit] | |[cr J[= ][Dane |

MCarids-Phonetic Transcripton

come [kam] Kamm
after ['a:fte] Bamn
flat [flaet]

arrival [a'raiv] bitte

Wissche

o o g 8 >

men [men] hitte
first [fa:st]
eity ['sri] Mitte

flirten

- wd
a

0k

7.3 Learn - Learn

Change

Chang the content of the QUESTION and ANSWER
fields. With Save these changes are stored. Press
CANCEL when you don’t want to save the changes.

Delete
Delete this flash card.

The symbol pops up a virtual keyboard
(additional to the system default keyboard of the
PDA). This keyboard supports the characters of
Cyrillic and East European languages (if in OPTIONS
the appropriate font was chosen).

When an edit field is selected the system keyboard
pops up. Most times this keyboard is a good choice.
Depending on the OS-language this keyboard may
not support some special characters. In this cases
use the above-mentioned keyboard.

Once the special keyboard was used the system
keyboard in Windows Mobile will not pop up
anymore (it works fine with PalmOS). Next time you
open the Details-Dialog the system-keyboard is
again available.

For cards with a phonetic transcription, help is available by
using the button . This shows the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for English with examples of words
in English and German.

Shows only the question at first. You will have time to find the answer and check if you are
right. You can use a timer or go through all the cards and try to learn them.

© 2008 You 2 Software
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7.4 Learn - Test

Rate your answers. With for the right answer
the flash-card will move to the next higher box.

was fiir ein, welch With or just for wrong , the flash card
will move to box 1. On the left-hand side above
the progress-bar you will see the box number for
what kind of, what sort of the flash card. From the right hand side, the
progress-bar show the words already learnt
correctly in green, and from the left hand side, the
incorrectly answered words in red.

Showe | Learn | Test [ List|

[wot kaind pv] [wot soit pv]

A

7.5 Learn — Write

AnzeigenILemeanrufen]Schreihen If you want to, you can write in the answers.

Depending on the operating system and the settings
wrong a virtual keyboard will be displayed, as soon as the
answer field get the focus.
- Enter the answer, when you have finished writing
falsch just press the key and MCards will check. De-
pending on the OS and the resolution of your PDA
- this key may not be visible. Use the assigned key
123/1|2[3]|4|5|6|7|8|9|0]-|=|#w| for ,NEXT FLASH CARD' (see the key-assignment for
Tabjgwie|r|t{y[ulifo]p|[]] Windows Mobile and PalmOS at the end of this
caPla|s|d[flglhfjlk[I];["] document). An alternate method is to enter a ,new
shift z[x[c[v[b[nlm][,[.[/[ < jine* with from the keyboard.
ctlai] " [\ ] [L[t]<]~>

& B [ ox |

The check in MCards is not case sensitive. When there are several possible answers
separated with a colon, one of these will be enough to rate it right.

Was the answer correct the next flash cards get

displayed. Wrong answers open a dialog which
shows the question, the right and the wrong answer.

. Jahreszeit
It’'s up to you to rate your answer right (because of
a small mistake) or wrong.
season
SeEson

Arveeay right
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7.6 Learn - List

Show all the flash cards in a list. At the bottom you

BHD_WILEEWITESTIWVHE] List | _ can choose from which of the boxes the flash cards
Bevalkerung should be displayed. Tapping on a list entry opens a
popUlation window with the flash card.

anscheinend, scheinbar

seemingly When SpLIT is activated, the current flash card is
Flut, Uberschemmung, Hochiwasser displayed in an extra window above the list. Use the
flood CURSOR to select and :

geschwind, rasch, schhel display the next or Show]Learn Test | Write | List

rapid, Switt, speedy, quick previous flash card. love handies

sessdd

d exCcess fat around the waist

hegreifen, erfassen, verstehen love handies N
1o realize excess fat around the waist

erziehen il fender-bender

small accident
&. QBox0 @ Box -5 E Lipchuck

= OAle WSl - warmit

guts

courace -

. B0 ®Boxts -
i 1 Alle [w]Eplit

7.7 Timer

Timersettings In the SHow, LEARN and TEST mode is a timer available.

You can choose the required time. The timer will change

Uze Timer to the next card at the chosen time. You do not have to
press the button in this way you can learn without
1l212l4l5|6|2|m]| 6o any input. You can however use the buttons if you want

see the next card sooner.

@ The red progress-bar shows the bygone time. It
can be activated in OPTIONS.

7.8 Options

You get the OpTiONS from the menu, just tap the capture (only available in main-
screen!).

MCards - Optionen With FONT QUESTION and FONT ANSWER one

View [Learn-syster | Lesson | can choose the font and size used for contend of the
flash cards. The STANDARD fonts are for western

Language:  * English languages, the EAsT EU fonts are for east European
o languages like Czech, Hungarian, Slovenian, Slovak,
Font question. = Standard 10 3.4 a0AL Polish, Romanian and Croatian. There are also fonts
- for CyriLLIC, GREEK and TURKISH.
Fort answer: = Cyrilic 10 24 66 ’ . .
4 u NO VIRTUAL SYSTEM-KEYBOARD deactivates the Windows
Colar standard: ~ FFFFFF Mobile virtual keyboard. That is very useful for

_ PDA’s with full built in keyboard.
Colar night: - BBBRSFE
In variance to the default font, it is possible to set a
font just for a special lesson (the currently selected
(] Mo boid font in flash cards one). This setting is in page LEssoN available. This is
(] Mo virtual system-keyhoard very useful when you have lessons with languages
which require different fonts or just different sizes.

Wisialize running timer

[ Cancel ][ Ok l
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Shove | Learn | Test | Wirite | List Showe | Learn | Test [ Write | List Showe | Learn | Test [ Write | List

gegenwdrtig ausgedbt werden, wobei der Augenblick
dez Sprechens jedoch nicht einbegriffen sein rmul.
Present Continuous Tense wird werwendat,

Mary is writing a book_ Test _For Czech n|8der, hlnunter,
Present"Coptinuous"wird warwendet I:!ei Hundlunge_n, die Ch ar ac-L- ars un t an

down

=>=hauptzdchlich bei Handlungen, die im Mornent des
Sprechens geschehen.

b 11
FU‘ T

Beizpicl:

=He iz just watching a film.

=I'm loaking for Castle Street,

=Look! Hans is just asking a man the way.

m+ O«
< e

AN 60
zZ

il
Yy

"
-

d
t

—|< D<
[ ] m<

cCme
M =

ek
al
[daun]

Signalwdrter:
at the rmornent, just, just now, right now, Look!,
Lizten!, now

¢ ¢

MCards - Optionen

view | Learn-system | Lesson |

Lanouage: * English
Font question:  « Standard 10 a4 A04A0
Font answer:  « Cyrilic 10 24 5ELI,L||

Color standard: [ FFFFFE__ 4]
FFFFCC |

Calar night:
Sl COFFCC
Visualize rund ““FFFF
G9FFFF

[ Mo bald font il meocrr

(] Mo virtual svg EOEOFF
DFDFCE

3 d4pr OV HTdap» O |(ZT4d4Pp O

r‘FFcccc,, oK ]

MCards - Optionen
WView | Learn-system | Lesson

Box-sizes: * 15--30-K0-150-380
(min 1--max 1-2-3-4)

Shuffle new cards

[] Create new cards in box O (nat 1

Showy goodrbad counters in mode "Test'

[ Cancel l[ DK ]

[ Close ] ‘i [ Phonetic l

With COLOR STANDARD / NIGHT one can choose the
background color for standard- and night-mode.
When a color is selected, the Options dialog changes
to this color to let you see how it looks like.

@ VISUALIZE RUNNING TiMer will show a red
progress-bar to indicate the bygone time
(see Timer).

No bold font in flash cards deactivates the automatic
use of bold or standard font. MCards try always to
display with bold font. For the case the text is too
long to fit, MCards changes to the standard font.
Especially when one learns flash cards with long
questions/answers these changes may disturb.

The Box sizes are basic part of the Leitner system.
You should adjust them to the size of lessons. The
first value (min 1) is the lower limit for box 1 to fill it
up with flash cards from box 0.

If you tick the box SHUFFLE NEW CARDS, all new cards
taken from box O will be picked at random, ignoring
the current order.

With activated CREATE NEW CARDS IN BOX O, all new
created flash cards are laid down to box O instead
box 1.

SHOW GOOD/BAD COUNTERS activates the v
display of these counters in TEST-mode. 2 g

In variance to the default font, it is possible to set a
font just for a special lesson (the currently selected

one). This setting is in page LESSON available. This is very useful when you have lessons
with languages which requires different fonts or just different sizes.
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7.9 Searchinlesson

e : 79 0 SEARCH IN LESSON is accessible from the
' : main page. Select the lesson in which you
want to search and press the marked
button (see the red circle in the picture).

CardsiLearned: 1624 f 0.7%

O

[ Cpen H Manage H Close

MCards - Search in lesson A window will open where you can enter the term

Lesson: Englisch Aufbauwortschatz you _vyant to search for. T_he sgarch |§ not cage
sensitive. All matching entries will be displayed in
Fun Search the list. Just tap on a list entry to show the whole
flash card. From this dialog box you can change or
delete the flash card.

F

Erlauterung, Hotiz, Kammentar | note | Endl
Tradition, Uberlieferund | tradition | Endlisch

AuUffihrung, Spiel | game | Englisch Aufba Enalisch ufh Pp—
Aufklarung, Zivilsation | civiization | Englise - ENYISCH AUTHAUWOrschalz -
aus irgend einerm Grunde | for some reasar

Darhietung, Darstelung, Yorstellung, Auffl
Wearsicherung | insurance | Endlisch Aufhau.,

Darbietung, Darstelung, Yorstellung,
Auffihrung

Found 39 entries presentation

Close

[ Edit || Delete || Close |

7.10 Global Search

MCards - Glohal Search You get the GLOBAL SEARCH from the menu; |[Search

just tap the capture (only available in |@ptiens
learn Search main-screen!).

This function searches in all lessons installed on the
PDA, so may take some time. The search is not case
sensitive.

erfahren, vernehrmen | to learn of, ta find oy
ein Handwerk lernen | to learn & trade | En
auswendin lernen | to learn by heart | Enal
Er muss Lehroeld bezahlen. | He learns th
han erfuhr es gestern. | It was learned ye
ein wWunder an Gelehrsambkeit | a prodicy o
sich einarbeiten | tolearn by ropes | Endlis:

The first line is for entering the word you want to
search for. All matching entries will be displayed in
the list. Tap on a list entry to show the whole flash

Kennst du dieses Gedicht? Ja, wir musste card. From this dialog box you can change or delete
hd the flash card. After deleting a flash card the search

Found 12 entries has to be repeated again because the result list is
not consistent anymore. Whe_n you want delete

more flash cards from a certain lesson please use

the faster SEARCH IN LESSON.
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7.11 Manage

This shows some statistics from the selected lesson.

Englisch Slang

Cards in lesson; 209

[] Learn only cards fram box 0 & 1
Learn anly cards from hox: ™0

[ Delete lesson. l [Add flash card..]

[ Reset lessan. H Import. ][Ch:lSE]

Reset:

All flash cards are moved to box 0. This is how the lesson begins. | tostartagain fram the beginning.

Refresh:

The oldest 100 to 200 flash cards are moved from box 5 to
box 4. This is done for reviewing words you have already

learned.

ATTENTION: You lose all your learning results.

Learn only cards from box ...:

You can see how many flash cards are in each box
and the total amount of cards in the lesson.

Box O: 136 I

B 1 oM | Delete lesson |vvi|| delete the selected lesson from
B 2 il your PDA.

Box 3 G

Box & 12 |Reset lesson.. | moves all flash cards to another
B &; 1] box.

Reset/Refresh Lesson

Reset:
lawe all flash cards back tabox 0,

Refrash:

Mlawe 100-200 flazh cards from box
Eto 4. torefresh already learned
wards,

THERE 15 M UMCC FOR THIS ACTICM!
[Reset | [ Refresh | [ Cancel |

Independent from the suggested box to learn you can choose the box by yourself. Box O

and box 5 are also among them to choose.

This setting will not be saved. It will just be used for the current lesson during this session.
As soon as you choose another lesson the setting will be deactivated.
Due the manual choose you get the possibility to have a look on flash cards from box 5 to

review them, or to flash cards from box O.

A manual chosen box will be shown with a solid border. The dashed border indicates the
box chosen from the learning system. When you choose box O or box 5 the border will be

around all boxes.

Example: The learning system choose box 1, you chose box 2

20 135 B 12

Example: You chose box 0 or 5

20 35 B 12

For flash cards from box O or 5 the mode Test and
Write are deactivated. Flash cards from these boxes
can not be tested.

AnZeigen | Lernen | ---- | ----

honkers, go bonkers

© 2008 You 2 Software MCards - User Guide
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Import:

Import flash cards to lesson With you can add new flash cards to the

Lessor: Englisch Aufhauwartschatz I_essqn. All new cards are added to box O. The first
line in the dialog box shows the lesson to which the
Awailable lessons for import cards will be added. From the list below you should
o = choose a file to import the cards. These files are
: created on the PC with PrismaCards. The file will be
doris 1 -
datis 3 deleted after the import.

Endlisch Maschinenbau H-L

Cards in lesson; 9

Add flash card:

with | Add flash card.. | you can add a new flash
Lesson Englisch Aufbauwortschatz card to the lesson. The new card will be added to
uestian box 1. The fi_rst line in the glialog box shows the
_ Y lesson to which the cards will be added. The two

A.1Ewe GUestion

edit fields are for the question and the answer.

Anser:
. S
A.0IGE. e ANSEr

Add to lesson l [ Cancel
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7.12 Navigation

For navigation you can use the buttons in the dialogs.

% Details: Change or delete the flash card

:D Change: Changes question and answer

H Begin: Start again with first card

3 Next: Show next card / answer

< Previous: Show previous card (not available in Mode Test)
k,:) Timer: Use timer to show next card

1 Break: Only available when timer is used

‘/ OK: The answer was right (only in mode Test)

x Not OK: The answer was wrong (only in mode Test)

MCards also support Jog Dial on Sony PDA's.

. Jog Dial Down In most lists Jog Dial is available to
scroll up and down, push the Jog Dial
‘ Jog Dial Up will select the entry.

Jog Dial Push
v d

All these buttons are also assigned to your Palm's Application Buttons.

JE— ‘ SR —— : -
S00TY =S00TY
Englisch Aufbauwortschatz Englisch Aufbauwortschatz
| Anzeigen [Lernen | Priifen | Liste | | Anzeigen | Lernen | Priifen | Liste
Bestimmung, Schicksal, Umfrage, Untersuchung
Verhangnis

investigation

© 2008 You 2 Software MCards - User Guide
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Key-assignment on PocketPC / Windows Mobile
MAIN SCREEN

CURSOR UP select previous exercise in list
CURSOR DOWN  select next exercise in list

CURSOR RIGHT  open LEARN for selected exercise
CURSOR LEFT open MANAGE

LEARN-DIALOGS

NOTES Change Changes question and answer
CONTACTS Begin Start again with first card
CALENDAR Timer Use timer to show next card
Tobo Pause Only available when timer is used
CURSOR UP Previous Show previous card (not available in Mode TEesST)
CURSOR DOWN  Next Show next card / answer
CURSOR RIGHT OK The answer was right (only in mode TEST)
Page Down Change to next page (only in GLOSSARY-MODE)
CURSOR LEFT Not OK The answer was wrong (only in mode TEST)
Page Up Change to previous page (only GLOSSARY-MODE)

Showe | Learn | Test | wirite | List | Show | Lean | Test [ vrite [ List |
¥in plaudern, schwatzen

(CHMG - "wealkin, bedeckt'. Eine der heiden
untnittelbar aus derm einen Absoluten

hervorgehenden Krafte (Tai Chi Tu). to chatter, to chat
Bedeutet auch 'Region der Dunkelheit'. Wird
meist it Zusamimenbiang mit vang
varweandet.

['t[zete] [tfeet]

%@H‘bllg{‘ d ¢ X Tf‘ﬁﬁ
'.'.:r_ ' & | Phonktc

FUlim U
Sl E

The position of the four buttons Notes,
Contacts, Calendar and To-Do may be
different on PDA’s. Sometimes even the
one or other of them is not available.
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